
AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT & POLITICS  
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

Diann.Adams@lakotaonline.com  
 

 In order to prepare you for next year, it is necessary to have a proper understanding of the 
framework of the Constitution.  Over the summer months, you are required to complete a 
Constitutional scrapbook.  You will submit your assignment to me on the first day of class.  The 
assignment will be worth 75 points.     
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION SCRAPBOOK 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Guidelines 

1. The scrapbook must consist of Thirteen articles from newspapers and magazines 
or other periodicals.  Each article must demonstrate one of the concepts from 
Articles One through Four of the U.S. Constitution and the U.S. Bill of Rights (first 
ten amendments, excluding the 3rd amendment).  Internet sources are NOT 

permitted, which means no articles can be printed from any online source (this 
includes the online component of a printed news source).  You must find articles 
from their printed publication.  (This guarantees that you are doing the work & not Google!)  
- The articles must be current articles written during this summer (May 22, 2018 

to August 16, 2018).  The articles must also deal with events occurring in the 
United States ONLY. 

- News briefs may be used, but two news briefs equate to one article.  (This 
means that if the article isn’t long enough to write a paragraph summary 
describing its contents, then you must find 2 articles regarding the same topic.) 

- All articles must be originals.  Photocopies will not be accepted. 
- Each of the following Articles and Amendments must be represented.   

o Article One—Legislative Branch 
o Article Two—Executive Branch 
o Article Three—Judicial Branch 
o Article Four—Interstate Relations 
o Amendments 1, 2, 4-10  

 
2. Cut out each article (be sure to include the title of the article when you cut it out).  

Each article should have the pertinent information HIGHLIGHTED and neatly 

mounted on paper.  Your information should then be securely placed in a binder 
or folder (not in the pockets). 
 

3. Do NOT put your work in plastic sleeves as this makes it difficult to grade. 
 

4. A typed summary of the article and a separate explanation of how that article 
applies to the particular amendment must accompany each article. 
- Your summary should be 1 paragraph in length (4-5 sentences) 
- Your explanation (in a separate paragraph of 2-3 sentences) should identify the 

specific part of the Constitutional Article or Amendment your news article 
relates to as well as a description as to how it relates.  [For example: “This 
article relates to Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution which says that 
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Congress has the power to ‘lay and collect taxes’.  This article relates because in 
the article Congress has decided to increase the income tax for the wealthiest 
Americans in 2015…”]  [Another Example:  “This article relates to the Fifth 
Amendment which states ‘no person shall be held to answer for 
a…crime…unless on a(n)…indictment of a grand jury’.  This article relates 
because John Doe was arrested for robbery and the grand jury indicted him on 
July 4th…”] 

- ALL WRITTEN WORK MUST BE TYPED! 
 

5. Your name and a title should appear on a cover page. 
 

6. Here is an outline for each page (be sure each page looks EXACTLY like this): 
o Heading / News Article information:  (the following items should be typed 

at the top of the scrapbook page, with the article & your written response 
below) 

o  
 Article or Amendment number and title (i.e.—Article One: The 

Legislative Branch) 
 Title of news article 
 Source for news article 
 Date of news article 

o Article – cut out the article & tape it to the page.  (If it takes the whole page, 
you can print all of your typed work on a separate page & put it after the 
article.) 

o Summary of article (in your own words)—be sure it discusses the key ideas 
from the article that relate to the Constitution. (See #3 for specifics) 

o Explanation—connect the article to the Constitution.  (See #3 for specifics) 
 

7. Works cited page.  (Use www.easybib.com)  
 
 
Helpful hints: 

1. Be sure to use copies of the U.S. Constitution & the U.S. Bill of Rights.  The National Archives 
has a great website to use as a reference. 

2. Be sure that your news articles that connect to Articles 1, 2, & 3 of the Constitution relate to the 
national government & not a state government. 

3. Start collecting articles as soon as possible!!! 
 
 
 
 

Please email me if you have any problems or concerns while you are working on your project.  I will 
try to get back to you within 48 hours of any email I receive over the summer. 
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